Writing Hooks:  Beginning Your Essays with Power & Punch


	HOOK TYPE
	TIPS
	Sample Essay Topic
	EXAMPLE

	Question
	A thought-provoking question that really makes your reader think about some aspect of your topic.  Rather than a question for which you don’t care about the answer (Do you have a dog?), ask a profound, compelling question---it can be rhetorical or require an answer.
	WAR

----------------------
HOMELESSNESS
	How many soldiers must die before our government decides to pull out of Iraq?

-------------------------------------------------------------------

The last time you saw someone who lives on the streets, how did it make you feel?  What did you do?  What thought came into your head?

	Quote*
	An interesting quote by someone (famous or personal) that relates to your topic---always include who said it and/or where you found it.  
To find quotes, use Bartlett’s Quote Book (808.8) or go online:

Quotationspage.com

Bartleby.com

Quotegarden.com

Wisdomquotes.com
	DOGS

-------------------

LIFE LESSONS
	“We could have bought a small yacht with what we spent on our dog and all the things he destroyed. Then again, how many yachts wait by the door all day for your return?” (John Grogan, Marley and Me, 2005) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

My sixth grade teacher used to always say, “Whatever you think you are, that is what you are.”

	Shocking Statement/
Statistic*
	A fact or statistic about some aspect of your topic that moves you and that you think would surprise, amaze, fascinate, emotionally affect your reader.
Make sure you include the source of your statement.

Make sure the source is credible.
	POVERTY
	“Half the world --- nearly three billion people--- live on less than two dollars a day!” (globalissues.org)


	Description / Simile or Metaphor
	Describe something in detail that relates to your topic.  Be creative and visual.  You want your readers to be able to see what you have written in their minds
	BRAIN
	It looks like a bouquet of grey roses freshly picked.  It is wrinkly and grey like an elephant’s rump.  It looks like a mound of  rubbery spaghetti stuck together on the bottom of the pan.  It is the human brain.

	Imagine---What If Scenario
	Describe a scenario that relates to your topic so that your readers can envision what you will be writing about.
	LITERATURE:  “The Diary of Anne Frank”
	Imagine you have to hide in a tiny office crammed in with seven other people; during the day, you can’t move, talk, or make any noise and you have to rely on someone else to provide you food and inform you what is happening in the outside world.  Can you imagine living like that for more than a day?!

	Story/
Anecdote
	A brief story (either personal or factual) that relates to your topic.   
This can be a personal story, a current or historical event, a biographical story, etc. that relates to your topic
	ANIMALS RESCUING HUMANS
	    Michael Hingson and his guide dog, Roselle, choked on the stench of jet fuel wafting down the north tower of the World Trade Center. Hingson hadn't seen what happened -- the 51-year- old has been blind since birth. But it wasn't hard to figure some sort of aircraft had struck the building with tremendous force at 8:45 a.m. Tuesday on September 11, 2001. 
     Promptly, he ordered the people in his office to flee via the stairs; the elevators surely wouldn't be working, he thought. He had no idea what was happening only that the rocking skyscraper was in serious trouble--and that he was alone. On the 78th floor…….

	Definition*
	An interesting, unusual, and/or informative definition of a word relating to the topic.   Make sure it is a word that most people wouldn’t know.  (Don’t define the word “dog”, for example, unless you are giving an unknown or unusual /creative definition.  Don’t use the dictionary---use creative, primary sources.
	TERRORISM
	“Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or property to intimidate or coerce a government, [or] the civilian population…in furtherance of political or social objectives.”  (Federal Bureau of Investigations)


*  =  You will need to consult another source for the QUOTE and FACT---you can’t pull these from your head.  The DEFINITION may need to 

         be found from another source unless you make up your own unusual definition.


